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Information on South Side Chicago

The City 
· Chicago is located in Cook County, Illinois

· The sides of Chicago are divided by the Chicago River and its branches

· South Side covers 60% of the city with more single family homes and industry areas than the rest of the city

· The city borders Lake Michigan and Indiana

· South Side is divided more racially into a White and Hispanic Southwest Side, a largely Black South Side, and a smaller, more racially diverse Southeast Side
History

· People migrated to the south side of the city largely because of its factories, steel mills, and meat-packing plants, around the 1840’s through WWII.

· There are also large Irish, Italian, Polish and Lithuanian populations that settled in areas next to the industrial zones. There’s also a rather large Jewish and Mexican-American population
· The South Side has had a history of racial segregation. During the 1920s and 1930s, housing cases on the South Side created legal debates because of racial restrictions
· Neighborhood rehabilitation (and, in some cases, gentrification) can also be seen in parts of the city including parts of the south side.
· When jobs in the meat packing and steel industry were lost due to restructuring, many African Americans who achieved middle class jobs after the Civil Rights Movement left. The South Side became relatively depopulated, with a concentration of poor families. It lost many of the business and cultural amenities of its peak days.
· Street gangs have been prominent in some South Side neighborhoods for over a century, beginning with those of Irish immigrants, who established the first territories against other European immigrants and black migrants. Though some areas are rough, some other South Side neighborhoods have been relatively safe for a big city
· Chicago's South Side had a history of philanthropic subsidized housing dating back to 1919

Social/Economic
· The South Side has been home to some of the most significant figures in the history of American politics. These include the first African-American U.S. President, Barack Obama; the first female African-American U.S. Senator, Carol Moseley Braun; and the first African-American presidential candidate to win a primary, Jesse Jackson.

· The city is known for corrupt politics.

· There’s a history of a lot of prostitution that created one of the nations most infamous red light districts at one time. Traces of this past can still be seen in some areas
· University of Chicago is in the south side of Chicago

Transportation:

· One way fare on the CTA public transportation: Single-ride $2.25

· There will be a few cars between the team members

